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Luckily much of the compound was fresh
ploughed, so we only had to fill the huge
rice-baskets with the clods, and the ration-
sacks, pails, my pillow-case, and a post-bag
I had recovered, everything with earth,
and soon I had five parapets in front and
flanks, each giving cover for eight or ten
men. The enemy had retired behind the
hill.

'At three p.m. a patrol reported a man
flag-signalling. I went out with white flag,
and met a Ghoorka of 44th, a prisoner in
Manipuris1 hands, who brought a letter signed
by six or eight Babu prisoners, clerks, writers,
post and telegraph men, saying there were
fifty Ghoorka prisoners and fifty-eight civil
prisoners, and imploring me to retire. If I
advanced they would kill the prisoners ; if I
retired the durbar would release them, and
send them to Cachar. I said those prisoners
who wished could go to Cachar, and I would
retire to Tammu with those who wished to
come with me.